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The Potential for Political Violence in Argentina, Ethiopia, 
and Thailand: Report on a Quanti/ative Analytical Model 

Tins IS the sixth and last in a scries of reports on the testing of an analvtical 
model of political s iolenee adapted from Ted Kolicrt Curr’s frustration-aggression 
lhcor>' (Why Men Rebel, Princeton University Pre.ss, 1970). The Curr tlieorv 
IS based on the proposition that political violence is the product of group frus- 
trations reinforced by the belief that violence is justified and L die eapabilitv 
to turn the resulting politicized anger into collective aggression. The form of the 
ensuing violence — turmoil (riots or demonstrations), itifuri^ency (terrorist acts 
or small-scale guerrilla operations), compiracy (attempted.coiips), or internal war 
( large-.scale revolutionary actions or ci\ il svar)— will depend upon the kinds 
ot relationships which are found to e.xist among various types of groups in the 
county- under examination. A complete description of the theors- and of the 
procedures devised to operationalize it as an analytical tool is contained in an 
earlier OPR report of an e.xpcrimcntal. ex post facto test of the model in the 
Chilean situation of mid-197.3 (OPR 502, Revised, November 1974). 

The purpose of this second phase of the project is to test the \alue of the 
Gurr model as a technique for assessing the nature and potential for political 
violence in societies of varying stages of development and with quite different 
cultiind heritages and political institutions. The three countries chosen— Argen- 
tina, Lthiopia, and Thailand — seem to meet our reciuirements: each represents 
a ( i erent stage of development in a distinct geographic area, and each is con- 
tronted with donicstic unrc’st or political conflict. 

For each of the three countries, a panel of five CIA analysts .assigns nu- 

incncal evaluations at i(‘milar niontlily intcnals to the inoders kev varialih's 

relative deiirivation or collectiv- f-ustration, belii f in the justification for violence, 
coercive force, and institutional support. The evaluations are made for each 
group or actor which, in the panel’s judgment, represents a sigiiific.mt political 
iorce 111 the conntrs-. The countrs’s actors are also assessed in terms of their 
identification with four basic acto: -categories: Pro-regime, ina.ss-oriented 
(PR-MO); pro-regime, elite-oriented (PR-FO); anti-regime, mas.s-ori-nted 
(AR-.MO); and anti-regime, elite-oriented (AR-EO). After each monthly .assess- 
ment, the panel’s evaluations are eombined statisticallv, using computerized pro- 
cedures devised in the Office of Political Research, to Produce overall twalua- 
tions of the Potential for Political Violence (PPV) and of the conditions con- 
ducive to particular types of violence in the country under observation. 

"iH he welconieil l)V its autli.ir 
|()ftic’e of Tolitici! lU'.srarch, code 143 , v\t. 4091 . 
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The summan* below presents the principal findings from the seventh set 
of assessments made by the country panels in mid-June 1975. The graphs on suc- 
ceeding pages display trends based on the seven sets of assessments made to 
date. This progress report completes the present test phase. .A final wrap-up 
report will, as part of a general critique of the model, e.xamine trend changes 
over time in the panels’ scoring patterns, and thus in the model’s projections 
of the potential and form of political \iolencc, compared witli actual develop- 
ments in each of the three countries during the test period. 

Summary of Principal Findings 

(NOTE: The data cited below and in the following graphs are 
keyed to each countiy’s Potential for Political Molence or PPV, as re- 
flected the median PPV score of each fi\e-meniber countrv panel. 

The figures should not he regarded as representing:, either probabilities 
or absolute quantifies; ihctj should be interpreted merely as indieatinp, 
relative status or strength, compared to other variables in the model 
assessed by the satne country panel or to correspondiiv^ variables assessed 
by the other two courUry panels.) 

General; 

1. In the final month of the test period, all three countries showed increases 
m potential for political violence. Ethiopia contimu'd to display the largest po- 
tential, as it has througliout the* six-month pcaiod. Thailand, maintaining its rela- 
tively high level of the past two monihs. rankcal st cond. Argentina, displaying 
a sudden upsurge, moved up to a close third behind Thailand. 

2. In Arg(‘ntina, conditions conducive to internal war and conspiracy in- 
creased nui'^kedly. In Ethiopi,i, conditions continued to tilt toward internal war 
and conspiiecy, but with strong s(*cotulary tendenei(‘s (‘merging toward insurge nev 
and turmoil, iii Thailand, conditions favorable to riots and demonstrations (tur- 
moil) contimud to dominate the scene. 

3. In all tu.ee ccjimliies anti-r(‘gime actors conriimed to show greater po- 
tential for peh'ical violence tlian pro-rc'gime actors. In Ai^entina and Thailand, 
anti-regime mass actors displaxed the largest potential, in Ethiopia anti-regime 
elite actors red the greatest potential. 

4. Al' diree countries displayed high degrees of politicized frustration. 
Ethiopia continued to rank higlu'st, while Argentina, registcTing a sharp jump 
in politii ized discontent, moved into s(‘cond place, slightly ahead of Thailand. 
Though tile capability to turn this frustration into actual political violence hi- 
creased somewhat in Argentina, it remainc'd relatively stable in all tlirt'c conntri .’s. 

5. Ctincurrent with the sharp increase in potential for political violence in 
Argentina, the range of assessni(‘nts among nu'inlH'is of the Argentine panel 
widened considerably in June compiUed to May. The range among Ethiopian 
panel members remaiiu'd about tlu' .same, while divergencies among members 
of the Thai panel narrowc'd sharply compared to the pre\'iou:; month. In Argen- 
initi and Ethiopia, di\erg(‘ncies betweem one or two outliers and other panel 
members continued to characterize the iiattern of assessments. 
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Argentina: 

In the .\Iay-June period the potential for political violence in Argentina 
jumped to its highest level in the entire six- month test period (a PP\' score of 
63 in June, compared to only 4C in May). Within the limits of that considerably 
enlarged potential, conditions conducive to all four types of violence increased 
sharply, but the gains for conspiracy (11 to 17) and internal war (16 to 21) 
were la<-ger than those for insurgency (9 to 11) and turmoil (10 to 14). The 
potential for political violence among anti-regime mass actors increased markedly 
(from 16 to 26). To a lesser extent, the potential among anti-regime elite actors 
and pro-regime elite actors also increased (13 to IS among the fonner. 8 to 11 
among the latter). The main factor in the large increase in PPV appeared to 
be the widening sense of politicized frustration (from 31 in .May to 44 in June). 
The capability to translate that frustration into actual political violence also 
increased somewhat over the previous months (7 to 9 for coercive force, S to 10 
for institutional support). Divergencies in assessments among members of the 
Argentine panel increased sharply in June ( jumping from a range of 44 around 
a median PPV score of 46 in .May to a range of 60 around a median PP\’ score 
of 63 in June). Analysts A and B, at the low end of the PPV scal<>. continued 
to deviate* sharply from the other three panel members. 


Ethiopia: 

The potential for political violence in Ethiopia increased slightly in the 
May-June period (a PPV score of 72 in .May. 75 in June). Within limits of that 
continuing, relatively high potential, conditions conducive to turmoil and in- 
surgency became .somewhat more apparent (an increase in PPV from 12 to 15 
for turmoil, from 16 to 18 for insurgency), but conditions favorable to conspiracy 
and internal war (both at 21) continued to dominate. Anti-regime actors con- 
tinued to display much more potential for political violence than pro-regime 
actors (49 for the former group, only 26 for tl.e latter), but cutting across these 
categories the potential among elite actors rose slightlv ( 13 to 16 for PR-EO. 
26 to 29 for AR-P.O), while that among mass actors declined somewhat ( 12 to 10 
for PR-.MO, 21 to 20 for AR-MO ). Politicized frustratii m in Ethiopia rose from 
■May to June (from 48 to 53), but the capacity to transform that frustration intc 
actual political violence declined slightly (from 12 to 11 for both coercise force 
and i.istitutional support). The range of variation among members of the 
Ethiopian panel remained about the same as in .May (a range of ,35 around a 
May median PPV score of 72. compared with a range of 36 around the June 
median PPV score of 75). One outlier. Analyst D. at the low end of the PP\- 
scale, continued to deviate .‘.liaiply from his colleagues bunched closely at the 
Upper end of the scale. 


Thailand: 

Though the potential for political violence in Thailand increas(Hi only 
slightly (a PPV score of 66 in May, 67 in June), tin* conditions h^r particular 
tyiK's of violence shifted perceptibly during the period; condition.s conducive 
to turmoil increased (from 22 to 26) while tho.sf favorable to the otluT three 
types remained the .same or declini’d .slightly (a continuing score of S for con- 
spiracy, small declines from 18 to 16 for insurge ncy and from IS to 17 for 
internal war). The potential for political violence for each type of actor rtanained 
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stable, wth anti-regime mass actors displav-ing the greatest potential (25) and 
pro-regime elite actors somewhat less (19). The degree of politicized frustration 
in the countr>' showed little change (40 in May, 41 in June). Similarly, the ca- 
pability to translate that frustraHon into actual political violence remained 
unchanged (at 13 for both coercive force and institutional support). Paralleling 
the relatively stable PPV pattern, the range of variation among Thai panel 
members narrowed considerably during the period (from a range of 44 around 
a May median PPV score of 66, to a range of only 20 around the June median 
PPV score of 67), as the previous month’s outlier. Analyst E, rejoined his col- 
leagues in a * datively small band at the middle-upper end of the scale. 
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Conditidns Conducive to Particular Tyoes of Political Violence 




80 

67 



Shaded areas represent, within the limits of vach (.■‘untry’s -lotential 
for political violence (PPV),the degree to which tl.it country panel's 
median scores on key variables fulfill the condihons l.'/pothesized by 
the Gurr theory as conducive to each type of poMical violence. 
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C - Conspiracy 
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The Potential for Poirticai Violence fPPV) for Each Type of Actor 
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The Potential for Political Violence (PPV) in Terms of Key Variables in the Gurr Model 
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Shaded areas represent sums of each country 
panel’s median scores for each key variable for 
all actor categories. 
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CF - Coercive Force 
PF < Politicized Frustration 
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Individual Analysts’ Assessments of the Potential for Political Violence (PPV) 
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